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Annotated Bibliography 
 

Research begins with curiosity: that’s why we started this unit by generating 
questions. To try to answer your question, you'll spend time searching UMass Library 
resources for informative, high-quality, diverse sources about your topic and start to 
pull together an annotated bibliography. The purpose of an annotated bibliography is 
to help you organize, summarize, analyze, and evaluate the sources you’re finding in 
your research. Annotations describe the content and focus of a source and evaluate its 
methods, conclusions, reliability, and usefulness for your research. Writing the 
annotated bibliography will not only help you keep track of your findings; it will help 
you understand the conversation that you’re entering and refine your purpose. 

Over the coming week, search for and read 4-6 promising secondary sources 
(possibly a primary source, too, if relevant) that help you answer your question. At 
least one source must be a peer-reviewed, scholarly journal article; another source must 
be a book or a chapter in a book from Five College Libraries. The other sources can be 
additional books, peer-reviewed essays, articles in mainstream media, government 
documents, general reference materials, websites from relevant organizations, etc. We'll 
use Google Scholar to start our academic searches. 

Each source should be carefully cited according to MLA style, as described in 
EasyWriter, ch. 45. Following each citation, write a one- to two-paragraph 
“annotation,” including a brief summary of the source, a description of the source’s 
publication context, and an evaluation of the source’s usefulness to your purpose. 

As you read and think about your sources, be open to learning about the 
conversations surrounding your topic; you will likely refine your question in the 
process. Research can help you focus or steer you in a new direction; and as you 
become more familiar with the conversation, you'll also be able to make more informed 
choices about your purpose and audience, as well as the form of your final text. 

For Thursday, October 26, come to class with TWO promising sources relevant to 
your (revised) research question; at least ONE of the sources should be the full text of a 
scholarly journal article found by searching a UMass Library database. Be sure to read 
the sources and be prepared to discuss them! Remember: you will likely reject many 
sources before finding promising ones! Don’t settle for the first ones you find. 

A final, copy-edited version of your annotated bibliography will be due in class 
Tuesday, October 31. 

 
 


